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The ad was a little lengthy, but pretty standard:
Saint Patrick Parish, Hudson, WI, is seeking a Director of
Youth Ministry/Director of High School Faith Formation.
As Director of Youth Ministry the work will relate to
fostering the spiritual growth of youth in our parish in
grades 7- 12, by creating opportunities for the youth to be
brought into the life, mission, and work of our parish and
the greater Catholic Church. Along with planning and
coordinating events, the parish seeks an individual who
will be able to give direction to a process by which youth
will develop a relationship with God, our Church, and
adults who are able to serve as spiritual mentors. As
Director of High School Faith Formation, the individual
will be responsible for coordinating a High School Faith
Formation program that leads to and includes preparation
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, in conjunction with a
Parish Director of Faith Formation.
Whew! By those standards, qualified
applicants would surely be a rare commodity. Miraculously, there were several
qualified young men and women who
answered our ad. Fortunately for all of
us at Saint Patrick’s, one of them was
Ashley Beutler.
Ashley, the youngest child of Bill and
Sandy Beutler, was born in Fargo and
grew up in Moorhead, MN, in a strong Catholic household
that included her parents, her brother, Jay, and her sister,
Monica. It also included her maternal grandmother, Edna.
Ashley may be separated by hundreds of miles from her
grandmother, but the love between them is evident whenever Ashley speaks of her. The Beutler home was a
devout household, where Catholicism was taught by
example. Weekly attendance at Mass was a given, even if
they were away from home. Regular family discussions
about homilies and about faith in general were the norm as
was gathering together to pray the rosary.

“My grandmother taught us [Ashley, Jay and Monica] how
to lead the rosary, which is kind of cool, because now that
she’s 94, we lead for her.”
Ashley was like many busy high school students balancing
school work with soccer, hockey, and basketball games.
After high school she worked for NET (Net Evangelization
Teams) Ministries, then spent a semester at NDSU, before
going on to receive her degree from Saint Thomas where
she majored in philosophy and Catholic studies. After
college she worked for NET ministries once again.
Talk with Ashley for any length of
time and you come away with a
sense that being Catholic is indelibly
woven into the fabric of her life. She
feels blessed to have had her grandmother’s and her parents’ encouragement and example. An example that
continues even now – her father was
ordained a Deacon for the Diocese of
Crookston just a few months ago.
“My parents continue to grow in
their faith … they have such a love of
Christ and His Church – it’s great to
have their support; it has made an
incredible difference in my life.”
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It is hard to believe that one year ago we were just beginning the Foundation for Our Future
Capital Campaign. As you will read in this newsletter, the campaign continues to be a great
success, as it is allowing us to pay off our debt.
Since the campaign ended, many have commented that it is good to have that done and
behind us. While it is good to have it behind us, now the really tough work begins. Doing the
important follow-up work for a capital campaign is where campaigns often fall short. Thus,
we are being vigilant in sending out reminders and continually confer with many of you to
make sure our records accurately reflect your gifts and intentions.
Further, now we need to build our sustaining financial support. This is not simply adding
fundraisers, but rather involves communicating needs and successes, transparency in decisionmaking, building relationships, helping people feel like they want to and do belong, as well as
adherence to our mission. I, along with Fr. Patrick, and the entire staff are dedicated to serving
our parishioners.
Even more important than building our financial base, the really tough work begins of assisting people to grow in faith
and build community. In many ways, running a capital campaign is rather easy. Other parishes and organizations have done
it successfully. There are methods to running a campaign successfully, and if one follows the pathway of proven success, all
is good.
However, there is no simple manual to plot out how a parish can best assist members to grow in faith or to strengthen a
community. We can turn to our traditions, scripture, lives of the Saints, Church documents, models, and books, but all we
will find is that there is no single path and no path fits every community.
We do know such efforts take prayer, commitment, volunteers, and opportunities. That is exactly what you will read
about and see in our newsletter: the chance to pray together during a parish mission and pilgrimage, new staff committing to
work for our parish, a beloved sister who dedicated her life to teaching and serving others, and the dramatic financial change
one year makes when many pledge their support. You will also read about volunteers traveling to Kentucky and bringing
Vacation Bible School and Totus Tuus to our parish. This is just a sampling of the variety of opportunities provided by your
parish this summer and coming this fall.
Thus, we move forward with the words of Saint Paul in our hearts: “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6, NAB)
Fr. John
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% contradictions: at once quiet and unassuming, yet strong,
1/1921 - 8/6/2013
focused and determined. It was exactly that combination of
traits that enabled her to enrich the lives of many. She was
humble, yet if she chose to be pretentious, we would have
addressed her not only as Sr. Bernadette, but also as Dr.
Kalscheur (She received her PhD in Education from St.
Louis University.) Gifted with enthusiasm and boundless
energy, her journey took her from a small family farm in
Wisconsin to cities and remote villages all over the world."
Father John Parr, pastor during
part of her service here, says:
"The Lord has welcomed her home.
She lived for Him and for others and
her life always looked to service. I
am blessed to have known her."
At the School Sisters of Saint
Francis request, a memorial fund has
been set up in Sr. Bernadette’s honor
at Saint Patrick Church. Donations
will be used to help our Sister Parish
(a relationship Sr. Bernadette forged
with her SSSF friend, Sr. Joannes
Klas) in Guatemala.

A truly great lady has
joined the Church
Triumphant!
"Well done, good and
faithful servant."
Matthew 25:21

On Tuesday, August 6, 2013,
the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord, Sr. Bernadette Kalscheur SSSF died
peacefully. She was born on
January 1, 1921, in Pine
Bluff, Wisconsin, the fifteenth (of sixteen) child of Helen
and Herman Kalscheur. In 1937 she became Sr. Herman
after taking her first vows to become a School Sister of
Saint Francis. Sr. Bernadette served as the Pastoral Minister
at Saint Patrick's from 1992 - 2008. Her title here may have
been Pastoral Minister, but to many she was a friend, a
mentor, and an inspiration.
As noted in the Fall 2005 issue of the Saint Patrick Parish
Olive Branch newsletter, "Sr. Bernadette was a study in
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Continued from page 1

A New Model for High School Faith Formation

When our parish conducted the feasibility study prior to our
capital campaign last year, hiring a youth minister was a top
priority for many parishioners after we got our financial
house in order. Ashley’s official starting date was August
fifteenth, the feast of the Assumption of Mary, a fitting date
for a young woman who has so keenly felt Mary’s
intercession in her life. She literally dove in when she
accompanied twenty-three high school students and four
chaperones from our parish on the mission trip early in July.
She worked shoulder to shoulder with Catholic youth from
all over the country as they rehabilitated homes and classrooms in Betsy Lane, Kentucky, then navigated the rapids
on the New River before returning home.

This year the High School Formation process is being
redesigned to engage incoming freshmen with a comprehensive exposition of the Catholic Faith, while still utilizing our successful small faith sharing groups to form
community and inspire spiritual growth.
The new curriculum features short and intense subjectbased modules (6 modules each 6 weeks long) that explore the Catholic doctrine comprehensively as outlined
for high school age youth by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. This allows for schedule flexibility with the young people able to take the required
modules in the summer if they need to lighten their
course load during the traditional school year from September to May.
Most importantly, the young people are still members of
a small faith sharing group, where they will synthesize
their learnings, pray, perform Christian service, and finally prepare to celebrate Confirmation in their junior
year.

On the New River

This is not a small undertaking, and its success is completely dependent on the Holy Spirit, both for us and in
the hearts of the young people, parents, and people of
Saint Patrick parish. So please keep those involved with
this new process in your prayers!

Being a youth minister in this era of tech-savvy teens can be
fraught with challenges. Recent studies point to an alarming trend in how typical teens spend their days (smart
phones, gaming consoles, TV, the internet, MP3 players),
consuming up to eleven
hours of media every
day. Ashley comes
prepared with an arsenal
to cut through all that
clutter and noise. She is
faithful, energetic, fun,
intelligent, prayerful,
and articulate. All of
that is tempered with a
NET Ministries Team
dose of realism – she is
quick to point out that she cannot do this alone, but she has
a strong hunch that there are valuable human resources
within our parish; people that may not know they possess
the gifts that will allow them to help in tangible ways and
with their prayers. All of this is coupled with her uncanny
knack for recognizing people’s gifts and her eagerness to
share what she has learned from others along her faith
journey.
When asked how she would measure success in her ministry here, she replied, “In the end, it’s really about being
disciples. I want youth that are on fire and ready to go after
high school to carry on their faith and
pass it on to others. that would be a huge
measure of success in my mind.”
We wish Ashley all the best as she
embarks on her new ministry!
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Saint Patrick Parish is pleased to
welcome Father Patrick Martin
September 14-17.
Fr. Martin will be celebrating Mass
with us at all the weekend Masses,
as well the 7 pm Masses on
Monday and Tuesday evening (his
homily will be the mission talk.).
He will also be hearing confessions, and sharing his amazing
Fr. Patrick Martin story of God’s love, bringing
healing and peace while sharing his story “God’s Love in
Our Broken Lives”.
While all missions seek to proclaim the message of God’s
love, Fr. Martin brings his own unique perspective, having
lost his sight at the age of nine.
“Not only did I lose my sight,” he said, “meningitis took
away my memory of having seen at all.”
Since the fall of 1980, over 1000 parishes all over North
America and Europe have benefitted from his Mission
Program. Father Pat’s faith and ministry are a source of
hope and consolation to all that he serves in the Lord’s
name.

Doting Aunt Ashley with niece, Cora and nephew,Peter

To learn more about this amazing man, please visit www.awildcanary.com
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Thank you very much to Mr. Ron Gagnon for his generous donations to cover mailing costs for this newsletter.
Thank you to Angie Kondrasuk for her patience and exceptional proofreading skills.
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Be sure to check inside for a full round – up of all the
events at our annual fall festival, September 20-22.

